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I came to know Rev Fr Mannarapryil from my Sub Collector days in 
Muvattupuzha in 1983 . Church dispute was at its peak during that period . Achen 
used to represent our Church in many conciliatory talks I initiated. He was clinical 
in his approach. I found a fearless fighter in him. He was not bothered about what 
others felt. Always stood for what he considered right. When I carried out a major 
eviction in the premises of Puthencruz church (where Mar Divanyasios had ille¬ 
gally encroached into government property) he stood firmly behind me. It was on 
account of this that I was transferred from Muvattupuzha to Alleppey. It was Achen 
who invited me to speak in Theophilos Thirumeni’s birthday celebrations in 
Thrikkunnath Seminary. Against all odds, I attended the programme and incurred 
the wrath of many powerful people. Again, Achen stood behind me. Achen was like 
a wall. Nobody could breach it. Our church owes a lot to this fearless, passionate 
exponent of Orthodoxy. May his soul rest in peace. 

- Jiji Thomson IAS 
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Article 


“Mercy”- That’s ALL 


Br. Liju Thomas ( STOTS 3 rd Year) 


The introductory words of Misericordiae Vultus , (Latin: “The Face of Mercy”) 
“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy, helps us to re-think about our 
identity as Christians and as followers of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, reveals the face of mercy through His words (sayings, parables) and deeds 
(healings, miracles).He is the manifestation of God, who revealed his Father’s love 
and mercy through his incarnation. In Gospels, we can explore the face of the 
mercy of God in different contexts. 

Understanding “Mercy” through the Holy Scriptures 

In the Hebrew Bible, the terms that are used for mercy are: hesed and rahamim. 
The Hebrew word hesed means unmerited loving kindness, faithfulness, goodness, 
graciousness and divine mercy. We can see in the Old Testament, God bestows his 
mercy and blessings, to those who keep his ordinances and statutes. The important 
expression is for the word " rahamim” which also means feeling of love, loving 
sensation. It comes from the root rehem which means ‘womb’, ‘inner parts of the 
body’ and it is from the inner core the feelings flow out. In the Old Testament we 
can attribute this as the nature of God, with regard to hesed and rahum : 

The Lord passed before him, and proclaimed, 

“The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious ,slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for the thousandth 
generation, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.(Ex 34:6-7). 

In the New Testament, the Greek words eleos, splagchna and oiktirmos are 
used to translate hesed and rahamim. The word eleos is defined as “kindness or 
concern expressed for someone in need, mercy, pity and clemency.’’For example 
(Mt 5:7; Heb 2:17). Likewise, the Greek noun splanchna, it occurs in Lk 1:78, which 
has a closer meaning with the Hebrew word rahamim. In Bible we can see many 
instances, where Jesus is moved with compassion, and that leads him to an action. 
Jesus expresses his inner feeling of mercy towards his people. (Mt 14:14; 15:32; 
Mk8:2). 

The Greek term oiktirmos means mercy, pity, kindness and compassion. (Phil 
2:1; Col 3:12). 

“Mercy” in the Teachings of Jesus 

Jesus Christ taught his disciples to be merciful. Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful. 

(Lk 6:3 6).Through their continuous journey with Christ, the disciples witnessed 
that how their master, showed mercy and compassion to the needy, sinners, and 
who would come to him with a repentant heart. As they were part of His divine 
ministry, healings, and teachings, Christ puts forth a great challenge to them, to 
show unconditional love, mercy and compassion to the one who are in dire need of 
it. 

Jesus Christ manifested the divine mercy of His Heavenly Father. We also are 
recipients of His teachings and so it’s a challenge for us too. Jesus’ whole life is a 
culmination of his Father’s divine mercy. Pope Francis in his book, “The Name of 
God is Mercy”, focuses on three important aspects of Jesus’ ministry and life 
through which he reveals the mercy: through His words, through his actions and 
through His own life. 

Through his words - 

> Mercy Sayings-Mt 5:7 

> Parables: There are many parables that Christ uses to 
teach the deep meaning of his loving mercy. 

• Mt 18:22-35, Lk7:36-50,Lk 18:9-14 

Through his Actions: Jesus Christ was not a person who just goes on teaching 


about mercy, forgiveness and compassion. He was the one who showcased it 
through His actions. We can see many instances in the Bible, where Jesus is 
showing His inner feelings towards the needy, destitute, poor and marginalized. 

When we meditate the Gospel, we can see Christ is moved by 
compassion and pity towards sinners. Some of the instances from the 
Gospel are: 

• Jesus and the Caananite Woman (Mt 15:21-28) 

• Restoring a Leper (Mk 1:40-45) 

• Feeding of5000 (Mk 6:30-44; Matt 14:13-21) 

Practicing Mercy in Our Lives 

We are living in a world that has reached the greatest level of inhospitality, 
violence, cruelty, hatredness and many more negativities. In the midst of all these, 
as the followers of Christ, we are called to share the love and mercy of our Master 
Jesus Christ. He taught us to be merciful and compassionate. Mercy is the one of 
the greatest virtues, through which one can rebuild many broken relationships. 
If we are able to show mercy to our fellow beings, we are sharing the mind of 
Jesus Christ. 

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 2:5) 

Many a times we fail, because we are not able to share the Divine light and 
teachings of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We are more and more becoming 
like the hypocrites, the Pharisees and the Sadducees, whom Jesus Christ addresses 
in this way: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs, which on the outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of 
the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth.” (Matt 23:25).Let us not be hesitant 
to show mercy to those who are in need, if we show mercy to others; it will be 
shown to us. We are created in the image and likeness of God and it is imperative 
for us to practice this great virtue. It’s not so easy to be merciful; it’s only possible 
through grace and in imitation of Christ, the greatest teacher. We need to be 
humble and show mercy without any expectation. 

To show mercy or forgive someone is not a weakness, but it is a Divine 
expression of love and care towards humanity. Practicing mercy is a divine act. 
Jesus Christ is the one who exemplified all the qualities of his heavenly Father. He 
is inviting us to share the same virtuous qualities with the people those who are in 
need, through our words as well as actions. In our case, there is a discrepancy in 
our words and actions, and at this point we become the so called “religious 
hypocrites.” The world will hate you, isolate you, bring false accusations on you, 
but be strong and experience the Divine grace of God, to bear fruits of Holy Spirit. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.” (Matt 5:7) 

The only reason of our safe existence is the unending and ever flowing grace 
and mercies of the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Let me conclude with the 
blessed words of St.John Chrysostom: 

“Even if we stand at the very summit of virtue, it is by mercy that we shall be 
saved.” 
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